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Dana Point
fleminG distinctive homes creates a resort 
feel for oranGe countY homeowners

by Tricia Despres

on their favorite pair of jeans. It’s about enhancing 
the lifestyle they are already living.”

“I think it’s an important distinction between us 
and many of the other companies out there,” adds 
Jon Robinson, another partner alongside remain-
ing partner Bryan Gill. “We design and build 
homes to give our clients what they want rather 
than what we would want or have done in the past. 
It is important for us to get to know our clients 
and truly understand the way they live.”  

Working alongside homeowners Frank and Su-
san Kavanaugh, Fleming Distinctive Homes took 
on the Dana Point project attempting to create an 
indoor layout that effortlessly blended with the 
breathtaking beauty of the outdoors, inviting light 
from all angles.

“We have always believed in gracious space,” says 
Robinson, whose company’s projects usually 

It’s a dilemma that comes up often in the life of a 
design architect. A client has come to you, hoping 
that you will be able to create their dream home. 
Yet, after a brief discussion, you realize that the 
husband and wife are simply not on the same page. 
One likes traditional, the other contemporary. 
One likes dark woods, the other stark whites.

So was the case for the Dana Point project by Cal-
ifornia-based Fleming Distinctive Homes. Locat-
ed on a cliff in the prestigious southern Orange 
County town of Dana Point, the home was a new 
construction project poised to gracefully blend the 
husband’s passion for the contemporary with the 
wife’s love of all things traditional.

“We talk a lot with our clients about lifestyle and 
how they live on a daily basis,” says Jodi Flem-
ing, one of the three partners that make up Flem-
ing Distinctive Homes. “When they walk into their 
home, we want them to feel like they are putting 

“I definitely designed the project by starting with 
the central sky lit staircase and moved outward,” 
says Fleming. “I wanted to take the elements of the 
natural landscape of hillsides and the ocean and 
bring those same elements inside.”

Not only does Fleming Distinctive Homes pro-
vide full service design and construction servic-
es, they are often called to become custom furni-
ture builders. 

“A lot of the time, rather than spending an exorbi-
tant amount of time searching for that one furni-
ture piece, we find it a lot easier to work with lo-
cal craftsmen and build it ourselves,” says Fleming, 
whose work is often concentrated along the coast 
of Orange County. “Some spaces just require fur-
niture pieces that you’re simply not going to find 
unless you create it yourself.”

The team also manages a comprehensive mainte-
nance program that lasts long after they have hand-
ed the keys to the homeowners. 

Installation & Fabrication 

of Granite, Marble, 

Limestone & Tile

(949) 361-5990
davidochoainstallation.com

All materials and fabrication are 
handled in our “state of the art” 

fabrication facility, allowing us 
to maintain 100% quality control 
throughout the entire process.

For more information, 
please contact us at:

David Ochoa Installations
1510 Ave. De La Estrella
San Clemente, CA 92672

Vacation homes

In recent years, one of the most sought-after de-
sign elements desired by their clients has been the 
resort-style home.

“Our clients have the means to travel anywhere in 
the world, so they are always asking for a design 
in their fulltime residence that gives them that 
same type of resort/spa feel,” explains Fleming. 

“They want to relax when they come home. Stun-
ning finish materials, such as fossilized limestone 
combined with soothing natural light, can go far 
in creating that effect.” 

“We all share a similar philosophy, to always be 
honest and fair with each of our clients,” says 
Robinson, who hopes to expand the use of tech-
nology in the company’s overall design process. 

“Our focus is to provide a complete project from 
beginning to finish. The term ‘design/build’ is 
thrown around a lot in this industry, but in our 
case, it is something we actually do. Our approach 
encompasses the entire process from the begin-
ning to the next beginning.”  

run in the million dollar range. “We like to keep 
things big and open. We don’t want to feel like 
we are compartmentalizing any rooms within the 
residence.”

Other unforgettable features include oversized 
mahogany doors, massive skylights and a stunning 
staircase and library that serve as the project’s fo-
cal point.

Orange Coutny, CA
PoPulation: 2,846,293
attractions:  featuring some of the 
most exclusive neighborhoods in the 
u.s., orange county is also home to 
dinseyland, and huntington Beach, 
known as “surf city u.s.a.”

title
the owners love to lounge 
in the library (above), 
which has multiple 
light exposures. the 
light is brought into the 
library and streams down 
thru the house. another 
favorite area of the house 
is the backyard. the 
house sits on top of the 
cliff and offers sweeping 
ocean views. 

TITLE
The Dana Point project is a 5,000 square foot 
home overlooking the ocean from nearly 
every point. The living features large custom 
Mahogany doors and also side tables and an 
ottoman custom-made by Fleming Homes. 
Stone floors Walker zanger. Sofa’s gregori-
ous Pineo, Fabric Calvin fabrics. 
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